
SUBTRACTION WAR 
 

• Subtraction War is played with a partner and a deck of cards. 
• Aces have a value of 1 
• Face cards (jacks, queens and kings) have a value of 10. 
• Reds are negative and blacks are positive. 
• Remove all jokers. 

 
How to play: 
• Deal out all the cards. (Each person should have 26) 
• Put your 26 cards in a pile face down. 
• Each player turns over 2 cards at a time and finds the difference.  The first card 

turned over is the minuend and the second card is the subtrahend. 
• The player with the highest number takes all the cards. 
• In case of a tie, each player turns over 2 more cards and subtracts them.  The 

winner takes all the cards played that round. 
• Record the plays in the space below.  The first line is used to write the subtraction 

problem and the second line is used to write the problem as addition of the 
opposite.  Compare using the appropriate symbol.  Each person will record on 
his/her own sheet of paper. 

• The winner is the person with the most cards at the end of the game.   
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