WEB 2.0 IN TEACHING AND LEARNING
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

By Alan Roemer

Web 2.0 technology has transformed the web from a “surf and browse” experience to an “interact and
participate” involvement. No longer does a reader need to just read and absorb information, but now
the learner can be involved and experience the learning first hand. There is a need to utilize this
technology to transform our students’ educational experiences. There are many great web 2.0 tools
available to use to transform learning and guide students through 215 Century skills. In addition to
teacher emphasis, students should develop fluency with these new resources. “New Technologies &
21°" Century Skills” is a site that houses links and descriptions to many of these sites available to
teachers and students (New Technologies & 21st Century Skills, 2013).

After conducting a survey among my coworkers by
email and my friends via Facebook, it is clear that Are you a teacher or
people are willing to learn more about web 2.0 educator?
applications. Out of 95 responses, 62% of the
respondents considered themselves teachers and/or
educators. Those surveyed showed a large usage of 37.63%,
certain web 2.0 applications for personal use, but 62.37%, 38%
when asked about their usage with students, that 62%
amount sharply declined.

Personal Use

Have you used any of the following

tools for personal use? 84% admitted to
using Facebook and

63% admitted to
using surveys or polls
for personal use. In
addition, 67% used
Pinterest.
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Classroom Use

Even though
Facebook and
Pinterest were
popular for personal
use, only26% use
Facebook and 22%
admitted to using
Pinterest for their
classroom. The most
popular were
educational sites like
Edmodo, Diigo,
Blackboard, etc, and
collaboration and
presentation sites
(Google Docs, Prezi,
etc.).

Have you used any of the following tools for classroom use?
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ARE YOU INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE
ABOUT WEB 2.0 TOOLS (AND HOW THEY CAN
ENHANCE EDUCATION)?

Yes:
48.91%

No: 43.48%

Interest in web 2.0

Much like participation in these web 2.0
sites hovered around 50%, interest in
using more of these sites was fairly
consistent with the amount of educators
already using them. My opinion is that
interest is not higher because educators
are not aware of the potential these sites
can offer to an educational experience.

Educators need to be shown how to effectively use web 2.0 tools and e-portfolios and the impact they
can have on a learner’s educational experience. May educators suffer from only using what is
comfortable to them and these new tools are unfamilir, so their usage is not higher. With proper
training, web 2.0 tools have the potential to radically transform education.

New Technologies & 21st Century Skills. (2013). (University of Houston) Retrieved March 27, 2014, from Laboratory
for Innovative Technology in Education: http://newtech.coe.uh.edu/index.html






Unlock the
potential for
educational

reform




Are you a teacher or educator?







Classroom Use






167 use e-portfolios



T | ‘“\ =4

53% use sites like




NV y ~
.8 X r
Vo p ) ". o & "

S AN

5-‘7" :"'r.\'! p X s L

R :‘, 'K'—.. :
RN e B A T

-

- 2] £ Ay o > »
i ity e Ay



Interest in learning web 2.0
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